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NEWS RELEASE

February 2011

CAMPAIGN RETURNS FOR GREAT DAYS OUT IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
Britain may still be facing economic gloom, but Countryside 2011 is giving families plenty to smile about this summer with a fortnight of great value days out.

Preparations are well under way for the event, a two-week super showcase of things to do and places to visit across rural South East England, which takes place from May 28 to June 12.

The Countryside 2011 online event directory, which goes live in March, will be packed with events and activities. Many will be free, and there will also be special deals and discounts on days out across nine counties.

There’ll be something for everyone – from festivals, railway weekends, animal shows, bug hunts, magic fun days and jousting to bake-and-taste days, race days, fort visits, walks and teddy bears’ picnics. Learn how to carve stone, take up basketry or willow sculpting, or even have a go at driving heavy horses. Or maybe you fancy something more challenging like mountain boarding?
The two-week event is the second Countryside campaign to be organised by Tourism South East to encourage more visitors to explore the great outdoors. It follows last year’s hugely successful inaugural campaign, Countryside 2010, which attracted half a million people – 38,000 of which were new visitors to the countryside.

Rachel Simpson, Rural Programme Manager for Tourism South East, said: “Many families will be feeling the pinch again this year, particularly in light of the Government’s spending cuts, and now more than ever they will be looking for great days out that offer superb value for money. Our dedicated website, www.countryside2011.org.uk, will have plenty of things to do and see, competitions, bright ideas to inspire you, and much more.

“Last year’s first-ever Countryside campaign had a hugely positive impact on the tourism industry across the South East and encouraged thousands of people to take a fresh look at what our countryside has to offer. Our website attracted 27,000 hits, and we gained more than 880 Facebook fans and 740 Twitter followers. This year we expect these audiences to increase considerably.”

Countryside 2011 is being supported by organisations such as the National Trust, RSPB, Cycle Touring Club, British Horse Society, Ramblers, Sustrans and the Wildlife Trusts. Ordnance Survey is once again sponsoring the event.
To find out more, visit www.countryside2011.org.uk.
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Notes for Editors:

· The South East region covers Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Surrey, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, West Sussex, East Sussex and Kent.
· The Event Directory section of the Countryside 2011 website goes live in March 2011. 

· The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is funded by Defra and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD): Europe Investing in Rural Areas.
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