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NEWS RELEASE

Issued on behalf of the Rural Ways Partnership
May 2010

ENJOY A HALF-TERM OF DISCOVERY WITH COUNTRYSIDE 2010
Looking for something different to do this half term?  Then COUNTRYSIDE 2010 could be just the ticket!
COUNTRYSIDE 2010 is a pioneering fortnight of discovery that showcases hundreds of  events and activities taking place in the countryside of South East England from 29th May to 13th June.  
Many of the choices are free and there are also special offers to mark the campaign. 
This breath of fresh air is the first countryside promotion on such a scale.  Over 400 organisers have got together to create an action packed COUNTRYSIDE 2010 fortnight that will get us all up, out and hooked on the great outdoors.  
The Event Directory at www.countryside2010.org.uk presents an eye-opening introduction to what the countryside has to offer us all.  It currently features details of over 700 events, activities and attractions with wide appeal to both adults and children with a variety of different tastes, interests and levels of energy.   Even more entries are being added daily.     
Browse the Event Directory to catch the Springwatch Festival, the dawn chorus, a village ceilidh or the Surrey County Show.  Book in for a twilight bat hunt, a boat ride or a battlefield tour.  Try a taster session of fishing, gliding or paragliding, canoeing, mountain boarding or therapeutic Nordic walking.  Join tours, tastings and open days at farms, vineyards, windmills and artists’ studios.   Go seal spotting or fossil hunting; swing through the treetops or climb an oak.  Enjoy cycle rides, gardens and glorious guided walks galore.  
Visit www.countryside2010.org.uk for the Event Directory, for more bright ideas for days out and all the latest updates from around the region. 
-ENDS-

Notes for Editors:

· The COUNTRYSIDE 2010 initiative comes from the Rural Ways Partnership, which is co-ordinated by Tourism South East.  It is funded by the Rural Development Programme for England. Ordnance Survey, Britain’s national mapping agency, is event sponsor for 2010.

· The South East region covers Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Surrey, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, West Sussex, East Sussex and Kent. 
· The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is funded by Defra and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD): Europe Investing in Rural Areas. 
PRESS CONTACTS:

For more information about the COUNTRYSIDE 2010 campaign, for images, interviews or to preview a COUNTRYSIDE 2010 activity, please contact: 

Jeff Sims or Leah Taylor at Edwards Harvey PR on 01622 604600 or email jeff.sims@edwardsharvey.com / leah.taylor@edwardsharvey.com
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